






















 

Foundation Skills Assessment: Description and Specifications – June 2017  

FSA Numeracy scoring rubric 
Below is a snapshot of the Numeracy scoring rubric. The full scoring rubric includes further 
elaborations. 
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Student demonstrates 
limited ability to view 
the situation 
mathematically. 

Approach or 
representation is 
ineffective. Reasoning 
or evidence is absent. 

Student demonstrates 
basic ability to view 
the situation 
mathematically. 

Approach or 
representation is 
difficult to follow. 
Reasoning or 
evidence is lacking to 
some degree. 

Student demonstrates 
proficient ability to 
view the situation 
mathematically. 

Approach or 
representation is 
sensible and generally 
can be followed. 
Reasoning or 
evidence contains 

minor inconsistencies. 

Student demonstrates 
advanced ability to 
view the situation 
mathematically. 

Approach or 
representation is 
effective and is easily 
followed. Reasoning 
and evidence is clear 
and well presented. 

NR No response 
(answer page 
is blank) 

0 
Data simply recopied from question. Picture, work, or solution is 
unrelated to problem. Incorrect solution with no work shown. 
Inappropriate response (work contains profanity, or 
inappropriate diagram or language). Everything erased. 

 
  



 

Foundation Skills Assessment: Description and Specifications – June 2017  

FSA components 
Collaboration Activity 
The FSA administration begins with an educator-led group Collaboration Activity. Collaboration 
engages the students and values the social nature of learning. The activity serves to activate the 
students’ prior knowledge, build connections, and provide choice as to which theme they would 
like to explore during the Reading section of the FSA Student Booklet. Students prepare for the 
assessment by collaborating with others in teams or pairs. They will think about and discuss the 
two themes. The intention here is to set the stage for students to be motivated to engage in the 
activities that follow. In this relaxed environment, student anxiety is reduced and a 
success/growth mindset is established.  

Student Booklet 
The Student Booklet provides an opportunity for students to engage deeply with reading, writing 
and numeracy, and to show their thinking in a variety of ways. This component of the FSA 
contains questions to scaffold student thinking, prompting students to connect ideas and 
concepts, and ultimately use higher-order thinking to provide rich, thoughtful responses. 

The Reading portion of the assessment contains a number of theme-based constructed response 
questions for students to demonstrate deep learning in reading. Students are provided with a 
choice of themes and then read two texts associated with their 
choice and complete three reading questions.  

The Writing portion of the assessment includes one writing 
prompt for student response. This prompt incorporates student 
understanding from the theme exploration and ideas from prior 
student learning.  

The Numeracy portion of the assessment includes questions 
related to real-life contexts and tasks, supporting students to 
apply their mathematical understanding in order to interpret and 
solve the questions, and communicate their thinking. This portion 
of the FSA assesses numeracy through problem-solving tasks.  

Online 
The Online component of the FSA employs a number of engaging and interactive question 
formats to assess knowledge and understanding in reading and numeracy. Students will respond 
to questions in a variety of ways, including drag-and-drop, drop-down menus, numerical value 
entry, and placing items in sequence. 

Student Reflection 
After completing the FSA, students will reflect on and analyze their own experiences in the 
process and in the context of the tasks presented in the assessment. The core competencies of 
Thinking and Communication provide the focus for student reflection and self-assessment. This 
reflection offers an insightful lens into the students’ thinking and communicating. 
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Foundation Skills Assessment Structure

Collaboration Activity

Reading: Theme 1 Reading: Theme 2
Informational text
 1 question

Literary text
 1 question
 1 connecting question

Informational text
 1 question

Literary text
 1 question
 1 connecting question

Writing

Numeracy

Self-Reflection

1 writing prompt

Reading

Numeracy

Self-Reflection

5 texts

Number Computational
Fluency

Patterning Geometry and
Measurement

Data and
Probability

30 questions

30 questions

3 numeracy questions

1 open-ended question

1 open-ended question
1 multiple-choice response

STUDENT BOOKLET

ONLINE

or

e

on

and
bility

• Classroom-based
• Introduces and explores themes
• Supports student choice
• Interactive and collaborative
• Strengthens engagement

Collaboration Activity

• Provides choice of themes
• Open-ended questions encourage 

cognitive rigour
• Questions structured to scaffold the 

connections between the big ideas 
within the texts

Reading

• Students create and communicate 
their thoughts and ideas from a 
writing prompt

• Writing purpose and audience 
may vary

Writing

• Students solve a real-life problem that 
requires them to use numeracy skills

• Open-ended format encourages 
cognitive rigour

• Based on the Mathematics 
Curricular Competencies

Numeracy

• Students reflect on their assessment 
experience

• Focuses on the Core Competencies 
of Thinking and Communicating

Reflection

• Students read and respond to a 
variety of texts

• Engaging questions
• Questions reflect a range of 

difficulty and complexity

Reading

• Students respond to items related 
to Mathematics Curricular 
Competencies and Content

• Engaging questions
• Questions reflect a range of 

difficulty and complexity

Numeracy

• Explores student learning and 
attitudes

• Provides feedback from students

Reflection
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FSA reporting 
Raw score student reports use student response data that have not been processed by the 
Ministry. These reports will include the unprocessed scores from the student booklet and online 
components, and a print out of the online student self-reflection response. The raw score 
reports will be available to schools and districts once score entry is completed locally 
(October/November 2017). 

Summary reports are reports that use student response data that have been processed and 
analyzed by the Ministry. These summary reports are currently undergoing a redesign, and will 
include reporting performance on proficiency levels. These new reports will be available in 
February 2018. 

Proficiency levels 
The current FSA uses three levels for reporting overall achievement on FSA: not yet within 
expectations, meets expectations, and exceeds expectations. 

The new FSA will continue to use three levels to describe student performance, but the levels will 
be shifted to proficiency levels and be descriptive and strength based. The new levels are 
Emerging → On Track → Extending. 

Proficiency levels in large-scale assessment classify student performance according to broad 
descriptive categories. They are used to explain what a score actually means and bring a 
descriptive picture to a score.  

While the number of proficiency levels will not change, the labels for the levels may change and 
the descriptors will change, based on student responses after the FSA has been administered 
and standard setting is complete in February 2018. 
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Reading and Writing proficiency levels (DRAFT for illustrative purposes only) 

Emerging 
The student demonstrates 
an early understanding of 
the concepts and 
competencies relevant to 
the expected learning. 

 

On Track 
The student demonstrates 
a partial to complete 
understanding of the 
concepts and 
competencies relevant to 
the expected learning. 

Extending 
The student demonstrates 
a sophisticated 
understanding of the 
concepts and 
competencies relevant to 
the expected learning. 

Students at this level are 
able to understand what they 
have read in a basic way. 
They can sometimes predict 
what happens next in the 
text. They can put some 
ideas together in the text to 
make connections.  

Students at this level provide 
some details in their writing. 
They consider audience or 
purpose. They choose basic 
language to convey meaning 
and sometimes show their 
own voice in their writing.   

Students at this level are 
able to use past experiences 
to understand what they 
have read. They can predict 
what might happen next in 
the text and use clues in the 
text to help them understand 
what the author has not 
directly said. They can 
synthesize information in 
basic ways and can make 
connections between ideas 
in the text. 

Students at this level provide 
some details in their writing. 
They consider audience and 
purpose. They choose 
appropriate language to 
convey meaning and show 
their own voice in their 
writing. 

Students at this level are 
able to use multiple past 
experiences to understand 
what they have read. They 
correctly predict what might 
happen next in the text and 
use multiple clues in the text 
to help them understand 
what they author has not 
directly said. They can 
synthesize information in 
multiple ways and make 
connections between big 
ideas in the text. 

Students at this level 
provide many details in their 
writing. They consider both 
audience and purpose in 
their writing. They choose 
appropriate language to 
convey meaning and show 
authentic voice and 
personality in their writing.  
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Numeracy proficiency levels (DRAFT for illustrative purposes only) 

Emerging 
The student demonstrates 
an early understanding of 
the concepts and 
competencies relevant to 
the expected learning. 

 

On Track 
The student demonstrates 
a partial to complete 
understanding of the 
concepts and 
competencies relevant to 
the expected learning. 

Extending 
The student demonstrates 
a sophisticated 
understanding of the 
concepts and 
competencies relevant to 
the expected learning. 

Students at this level are 
able to identify a problem in 
the question being asked if 
it involves basic reasoning 
or where relationships are 
explicitly described. Their 
strategies when attempting 
to solve more complex 
problems are irrelevant or 
lack critical steps. Their 
solutions are generally 
difficult to follow but may 
demonstrate basic use of 
mathematical language.  

Students at this level are 
able to identify a problem in 
the question being asked. 
They present strategies  
that may be simplistic but 
nonetheless make sense 
and lead to responses that 
partially resolve the 
problem. Their solutions are 
supported by work that may 
be somewhat incomplete, 
(i.e. not all of the student’s 
thinking is shown) but 
demonstrate use of 
mathematical language 
when possible. 

Students at this level are 
able to identify a problem in 
the question being asked 
and to determine the 
relevance of information 
given. They present 
effective strategies to solve 
problems using given 
information, in addition  
to making their own 
interpretations where 
appropriate.  Their solutions 
are clearly communicated 
with all pertinent steps 
shown and incorporate  
the appropriate use of 
mathematical language. 
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